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Constantinople by the Franks, July 18, 1203,
The dark stream of the Bosphorus rushes past
its terraced crags, glad to escape the Scythian
blasts it has left behind, and mingles the waters
of the Black Sea with the blue and luminous
expanse of the sea of Marmora. Far, however,
from looking down on the city from; this spot,
you look up in all directions on its glittering
lines as they rise like an amphitheatre, and
fling their white reflections on the deep,

To appreciate the extent of Constantinople,
it is necessary to "bear in mind that, for all
purposes of picturesque effect, the various
suburban towns which are united with it,
though called by different names, yet constitute
but a single city. For a length of eight miles
that city rises stage abore stage from the
sea, bending toward the Bast, before it reaches
the ""Golden Horn," which winds through its
heart for seven miles further, like a wide river,
the hills at both sides being crowned with
architectural monuments, interspersed with
gardens. Nearly at the mouth of the " Golden